
Richard Matkin
Recently the RSPCA  had an Open 
Day and Fair at the Animal Rescue 
Centre, Hillfield Lane, Stretton, the 
first for a long time for obvious 
reasons. We were invited to join in 
and of course we did. 

It was a very busy afternoon and 
above is a picture of our stall. 
Thanks to Sheila, Sarah and Bob 
who helped man the stall. Sales 
were quite good and we were able 
to make a donation to the RSPCA. §
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      Burton BBKA stall at the RSPCA Open Day 

A second Asian hornet nest 

BeeCraft magazine co-editor Stephen 
Fleming has written (December 2021 
issue) an exclusive report of how this 
second nest for 2021 was found and 
destroyed. 



Roof Bees in Coopers Square
Richard Matkin
Some of our newer members may not 
be aware that Dave Coates, Bob Hurd 
and I each have a hive of bees on the 
roof/service deck of Coopers Square, 
the shopping centre in Burton.

This came about around ten years 
ago when the Centre invited us to 
keep bees there as part of being 
seen to be green and environmentally 
friendly. It may seem a strange place 
to keep bees but, as the bee flies, it is 
not far to the washlands by the River 
Trent where there is plenty of foraging 
available.

It is a result of this arrangement that 
we now have our Honey Show at the 
Centre, with a much greater footfall 
than at Byrkley Park where we used to 
hold it.

In addition to the Honey Show, we 
three have a day when we set up a 
stall to sell Coopers Square Honey 
(see photo above) and by agreement 
with the Centre 50p from every jar is 
donated to beekeeping research via 

the BBKA. This year we sent £53. 
You would not believe what a good 
selling point it is when asked “is this 
local honey?”, we can say yes, from 
about 50 yards away above your 
head. The only downside to this 
site can be swarming, and we have 
finished up on the front of the Burton 
Mail when a swarm has landed up in 
Station Street!! All good fun. §

Bob Hurd and Dave Coates  man the stall



To Do List for December
• Monitor your hives every few weeks 

to make sure that wind or animals 
have not knocked them over.

• Plan to apply oxalic acid to treat 
against mites while there is little or 
no brood for them to hide in.

• Provide water in a place that 
receives sun to keep it from 
freezing.

• Check that stored comb is not 
being damaged by wax moth ie, 
no gaps in the stack. If possible, 
expose the boxes to frost which will 
kill all stages of the moth.

• Ensure straps, woodpecker 
protection and mouse guards are 
doing their jobs. 

The Teaching Apiary Classroom 

Richard Matkin
At long last the new classroom 
building has been erected at 
the Training Apiary. After a lot of 
consideration  we decided on a Piper 
Timber building from Harlows.

In the apiary setting  it is far more 
attractive than a portacabin type 
building and it complies with that 
shown on the planning approval. 
There is however a lot of work to 
be done to bring it up to a usable 
state. It needs to be decorated both 
inside and out. The floor needs to 
be treated, shelving and storage 
cupboards provided and so on. The 
aim is to have all this done by the 
start of the beekeeping season next 
year, and to this end we hope that 
members will volunteer to lend a 
hand. Dave will circulate an appeal for 
help separately. §
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