
26th April 
and a beautiful warm day tempts me to inspect my colonies. Two are 
bustling so I pop a third super on each. The other two are smaller 
with new queens this year so I keep my fingers crossed that they 
mate succesfully.
 

I receive the first call to a swarm for this year. Very strangely, this is 
a beekeeper who reported two swarms from his hive last year. And 
even more amazingly, this swarm has landed in exactly the same 
branch of the same tree! 
 
30th April 
and we are back to what seems normal for this spring, icy cold winds 
and an air temperature down to 7 degrees. Brrr. (Yes this is exactly what 
I wrote in March!). All I can do is hope that the queens wait for a warmer 
day to go on their mating flights.

Monthly Newsletter
I will produce a monthly newsletter for the summer at least. Please 
email me your contributions. It will only be about four pages as there 
are no events to report on.

Corona virus lockdown
Although our monthly meetings, talks and courses are cancelled 
during the pandemic, the British Beekeepers’ Association (BBKA) 
has issued the following guidance: You should continue to care for 
your bees in the normal manner,  including picking up swarms, whilst 
maintaining social distancing, unless you are displaying symptoms of 
COVID-19, when you should be self-isolating at home.

From the Newsletter Editor Margaret Cowley
email  newsletter@honeybee.org.uk
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A Cautionary Tale from an anonymous beekeeper

There was I merrily scorching some 
supers to get them ready for this 
season when, as I turned round the 
one I was working on I got a mega-
splinter in my finger. 

After a fairly vocal utterance of “Oh 
bother”, I set the blowtorch down and 
my full attention was on examining my 
injured hand. 

After a short while I felt my leg getting 
a bit warm and warmer still. I turned 
and looked at my leg to find my 
trousers on fire! I had got a bit too 
close to the blowtorch. 

After a repeat utterance of “Oh bother” 
I beat the flames out using my other 
hand. Thankfully I was wearing workwear 
trousers that have a double layer of 
fabric below the knee, otherwise things 
would have been a bit worse. 

To ease my embarrassment I shall 
remain anonymous, but to give you a 
clue as to my identity, it was just as well 
that I wasn’t wearing my kilt!!!

 

Asian Hornet Update
Thankfully all has been quiet on 
the Asian Hornet front since my last 
correspondence. As usual a few false 
alarms have been posted on Facebook, 
but I would prefer a false alarm to the 
real beastie any day! 

In my last update I left a bit of a loose 
end in terms of my theory as to why we 
haven’t seen the population explosion 
suffered in mainland Europe and 
Jersey. My understanding was that 
none of the nests found and destroyed 
in the UK had any “sexuals” present 
(virgin queens and drones). Last week 
I received confirmation from Rebekah 
Clarkson of the NBU that this is the 
case with the exception of the nest 

found at Brockenhurst in 2018, which 
featured adult drones, but none of 
the nests had produced any gynes 
(precursors to virgin queens). As we 
know “it takes two to tango”, so I 
maintain that my theory holds.

My next update will be entitled “AHT 
Update”, following the decision by the 
BBKA to drop the term AHAT in favour 
of AHT. The AHT members will be 
insured by the BBKA after completing a 
short exercise to ensure they are aware 
of the current laws and protocols 
regarding Asian hornets.

Please keep inspecting your traps daily 
and stay vigilant!

Hamish Low 
Burton AHT leader



Items available to buy from 
the association shop:   
HIVE PARTS:
NATIONAL SUPER FLAT PACK  £18
NATIONAL BROOD FLAT PACK £23
14 X 12 BROOD FLAT PACK  £35
NATIONAL SUPER ASSEMBLED £23
NATIONAL BROOD ASSEMBLED £28
14 X 12 BROOD ASSEMBLED  £40
4” ROOF FLAT PACK  £36
CROWN BOARD   £13.50
FRAMED WIRE QUEEN EXCLUDER £17
MESH FLOOR   £30
BUDGET MESH FLOOR  £18
SLOPING HIVE STAND  £27
PLASTIC NARROW ENDS  £6.50
FLAT PACK HIVE, STAND & ONE SUPER £206
10 SPACE CASTELLATIONS (PAIR) £2.00
STEEL FRAME RUNNERS – PAIR £1.10
FRAMES & WAX:
SN4 SUPER FRAMES 10 PACK  £10
SN4 SUPER FRAMES 50 PACK  £33.00
DN4 BROOD FRAMES 10 PACK £10.00
DN4 BROOD FRAMES 50 PACK £33.00
14 X 12 BROOD FRAMES 10 PACK £12.00
SUPER WAX FOUNDATION 10 PACK £6.00
BROOD WAX FOUNDATION   10 PACK £9.30
14 X 12 BROOD WAX  10 PACK  £15.00
NATIONAL DUMMY BOARD (PLASTIC) £7.50
NATIONAL DUMMY BOARD (WOOD) £7.00
QUEEN MARKING:
CROWN OF THORNS  £6.00
QUEEN CLIP   £4.50
MARKER PENS - ASSORTED COLOURS £5.00
BEE BRUSH   £4.00
FEEDERS & FEEDING:
ENGLISH FEEDER   £9.50
RAPID FEEDER   £4.50
NUC FEEDER   £6  
SMALL MILLER TYPE FEEDER  £1.00
FEEDER EKE   £7.00

HONEY & WAX EXTRACTING:

STAINLESS STEEL DOUBLE STRAINER £21.00

STRAINING CLOTH   £3.50

30 LB PLASTIC BUCKET  £3.50

BAIN MARIE   £14

NYLON HONEY BUCKET VALVE £8.50

30LB PLASTIC TAP  BUCKET  £15.00

GENERAL BEEKEEPING:
SMOKER    £23.50

HIVE STRAPS   £6.50

 HIVE TOOL   £6.75

PIN  HAMMER   £3.50

BEE DISEASE ID CHARTS  £6.00

FRAME NAILS 500G   £2.88   

POLLEN ID CHARTS   £6.00

HIVE CLEAN   £15.00

To buy these items, contact our Chair, Dave 
(details  overleaf )

To Do List for May
• Carry out careful weekly inspec-

tions of strong colonies.

• Have ready equipment to split 
them to prevent them swarming 
away.

• Carry out the swarm management 
procedure of your choice once 
you see occupied queen cells.

• Before the top super is full of 
bees and nectar, add another.

• Extract oilseed rape honey when 
the fields go green to avoid it 
setting in the comb. 
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