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If anyone has any pictures they would like to share with our members,  

I would love to hear from you please e-mail me  at :- 

Newsletter Editor:  Penny Ward                                                      E-mail: badbkanewsletter@gmail.com 

What a Picture! 
 
I just love this wonderful picture, and felt it deserved to   
feature on the front page of our news letter this time.  
 
It was taken by two of our club  members, Celia and Peter,  
whilst  they were on holiday in Australia,  staying in Hobart  
Tasmania. When they came down to breakfast in the  
morning, this very novel and openly honest way of serving 
pure honey straight from the comb was part of their    
breakfast spread — love the bread and toasters behind! 
 
What better way to start the day.? 



 

Club President :                           Ken Logue 

Vice President :     Bob Hurd pat_bob@talktalk.net 

Chairperson:                                   Richard Matkin 01283 812958  

Secretary:      David Coates 01283 713603 

Honey Show Secretary:                             Cath Ambler 07973 369888 

                                                                   cath.ambler @gmail.com 

Membership Secretary:    Francis Oldfield 07452834828  

       francis.oldfield@gmail.com 

Treasurer :                                  Sam Hampton  

                                                                   sam.hampton@btinternet.com  

Education /Training  :                 Suzanne King   

                 suzanne.king21@btinternet.com    

            

Sue Coates                                             susan_coates@talktalk.net 
 

Shelia Pirie                                                smpirie@hotmail.co.uk 

Hamish Low                                             hamish51151@gmail.com 

Nigel Collier      rcperformance@hotmail.com  

Jane Ratcliffe 

Barton Festival  22nd June   Alrewas Show   20th July 

Winshill Fete    23rd June             Sudbury Courtyard Event  4th August 

RSPCVA Event 23rd June  Ashbourne Show   17th August 

 

Committee Members and contact details:- 

Events round and about 

                 Club Meeting Dates for your Diary 2018 

Henhurst & District Recreational Club 

Henhurst Hill,  

Burton-On-Trent,  

Staffordshire,  

DE13 9TB  
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MONDAY  17TH   JUNE 

 

MONDAY 15TH  JULY 

 

MONDAY 19TH  AUGUST 

 

MONDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER 

http://gmail.com/
mailto:rcperformance@hotmail.com
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Hi Guys 
For those who don't know me, I am the  membership 
secretary for the club. I also get a lot of calls regarding 
swarms to collect and also those new members who 
need bees. I am attempting to keep lists of both people. 
Therefore, if you ever find yourself needing or wanting 
bees (normally a Swarm that another member has 
caught but has no capacity for) then please let me know 
and I'll add you to the list on a first come first served    
basis. 
My email is francis.oldfield@gmail.com  
Telephone : 07452834828. 
I will endeavour to help but at the moment the data I have for you all is        
potentially somewhat out of date.  If you also decide that you wish to be a 
mentor in the future then also let me know as we keep that information to 
hand as well. 
 

Many thanks       
Francis                         **************************************** 
 
 

What a Swarm Collection Challenge ! 

We all know swarms of bees don’t read the 

same beekeeping books as us keepers when 

it comes to ideal swarm collection sites.   

Enough said, a friend of ours, Mr Keith 

Knowles sent us this wonderful picture of a 

swarm gathering on a stack of speakers at an 

outdoor Music festival. It certainly adds a 

new dimension to “Tanging the Swarm”.    

We can only wonder if the Queen was     

attracted to the speakers by 

the  design on the speaker 

covers, if you look closely, it’s 

ready made honeycomb?   

Now all we need to know is 

who’s up for collecting them?  

Any volunteers?   
 

Pictures taken by  
Keith Knowles 
 

 

Swarm information from our membership Secretary 

mailto:francis.oldfield@gmail.com
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Summer Recipe 
Chicken with honey and orange              From Nigel Slater 

 

Ingredients:- 

Olive oil 

Quantity of chicken pieces - either thighs, drumsticks or breast depending on preference 

2 heaped tablespoons of honey 

2 large oranges, or 

1 orange and 200mls orange juice 

 

Method 

 

•Preheat the oven to 200C/ Gas 6. 

•Brush the olive oil around a roasting tin 

•Trim the chicken if necessary (skin and fat) and arrange in the tin. 

•Slice 1 washed orange, peel included, fairly thickly and tuck under each piece of chicken. 

•Drizzle the honey over each piece of chicken 

•Either squeeze the 2nd orange over the chicken, or pour over the orange juice 

•Roast 40-60 mins depending on the cut of chicken used and until brown and chicken 

cooked through. Advisable to check halfway and turn the tin or cover with foil to prevent 

burning. 

•Serve with potatoes, rice or pasta and a salad or seasonal vegetables. 

 

Options - add fresh herbs and/or garlic. 

Try substituting the oranges with lemons and add garlic and fresh basil. 
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     Introduction to Beekeeping - Course Details 

Each course runs from 9:15am to 12:15 pm and the course fee is £120.                                

The maximum group size is 8.                                                                                                

Venue: Three Roofs Apiary, Quarndon, Derbyshire. 

The course includes both theory and practical work and follows the syllabus for the BBKA 

Basic Assessment in Apiculture. It will suit people who are thinking of taking up beekeeping or 

have already started. A set of course notes is provided and students will receive follow-up 

practical and email support. Protective suits and veils will be provided. 

Autumn 2019 Saturday Mornings 
A 15 hour course running over five Saturday mornings. Dates for 2019 are: 
1. 3rd August 
2. 10th August 
3. 17th August 
4. 24th August 
5. 31st August 

 
Margaret Cowley                   For more information and a booking form, 

         Email: bees@honeybee.org.uk 

************************************************************************** 

BBKA MODULES 1 & 3 

We are running a study groups for modules 1 & 3 over the summer . Module 1 is a little 

more in depth theory from the basic assessment, but useful practically for beekeepers. 

Module 3 studies pests and diseases and is a really useful module to study even if you 

don’t want to take a test at the end in November or March. The study group meets 

roughly once a month for a couple of hours to work through the syllabus.  

We also hope to get the beginners’ course started in June –2019 ,                            

The cost will be £75 for Burton and District members, £90 for non- members. 

The course will comprise  6 weekday evening indoor sessions at Henhurst club, mostly 

theory but some practical content, and 2 practical sessions at the new training apiary on 

a weekend. 

Once the training apiary is fully up and running with a classroom, we would plan to do 

the whole course there, and would hopefully increase the time looking in the hives. 

We plan to run a 2nd beginners’ course later on in the year if there is the demand for it. 

For more information please contact Suzanne King    

                                          Email: suzanne.king21@btinternet.com     

mailto:bees@honeybee.org.uk?subject=information%20and%20form%20request%20from%20website
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A Grand Day Out 

 

The 24th of April dawned dry but cool. Members started gathering early in the car park of the Henhurst 

club where our monthly meetings are held and jokes were made as to whether we were of the right   

generation to be taking a coach trip with many being unable to remember the last time they had travelled 

by bus. In all 28 members set off from Henhurst to visit Thornes at Wragby. 

 
The journey lasted a while, giving me the opportunity to chat with Sam our Treasurer about the pro’s 

and con’s of using double brood boxes (maybe a subject for another article) and how the training apiary 

could be used, which I am sure will become a regular feature in the newsletter.  
We arrived at Thornes mid-morning and were greeted by much appreciated complimentary tea and   

coffee. There was then an informal introduction given by Jill a daughter of the original founder, E H 

Thorne demonstrating that they truly are a family business that is now in its third generation as Jill’s 

daughter has taken on a lot of the running. She explained how her father was a carpenter and had been 

asked to make a hive for a  friend and never stopped, though it took a long time to turn it from a part 

time job to the flourishing business it is today. There was also a recount of how lucky they had been to 

find out about the availability of the site which is now their home, as they had completely outgrown the 

original location in Wragby. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Time for a tour. Due to the large size of our party, we split into 2 groups, my group was hosted by John, 

Thornes longest serving employee who had been with them man and boy. 
I was astonished to discover that they have the ability to work in all the different trades, I thought they 

only did hives and wax! How wrong! As expected they have a carpentry workshop producing all the   

different hive parts with a separate assembly building for the building of hives when customers want their 

orders ready assembled and aren’t brave enough to attempt it themselves. In another room there is a 

team counting out frame parts and putting into bundles with a large supply of rubber bands.  
It was eye opening to see all the cedar, pine and oak blocks stacked up in the wood yard waiting to be 

sawn down and understand that this was only a couple of week’s worth. There was plenty of discussion 

on which woods were best to use and how much effort was needed to source a continuous supply. 
I wasn’t expecting to see a metal working shop where they were making smokers, but have the ability to 

cut and shape any metal requirements. 

 



 
 

The wax rooms were fascinating and John showed us a display 

of items found in wax blocks bought through the wax         

exchange scheme, a brick was found covered in wax. The 

rooms had the distinctive beeswax smell. It was interesting to 

watch the foundation sheets being formed and cut to size, any 

off cuts go back to be melted down again so nothing is wasted. 

The same sustainable principles apply to the  carpentry side as 

they have invested in wood pellet heating systems so any 

wood that doesn’t make it for sale is shredded and pressed 

into blocks to be used as a fuel source. 
Alongside the wax room there was a separate area where a 

team of ladies were adding wires to foundation sheets, some 

using quite old machines while another had the pleasure of 

working on a much more modern machine and she explained 

how it had been made in house. 
They also have a sewing room where any fabric items can be 

made from full suits to gloves, Customers can commission  

individually made to measure items. 

 
In this modern world it was nice to see that Thornes is still a business that is has traditional family values at 

heart and are providing local employment, all the workers were very friendly and happy to answer questions, 

I will be less inclined to bicker about the cost of beekeeping equipment in future now that I have seen for 

myself how much effort goes in.  

 
After the fascinating tour there was an opportunity to explore the shop prior to having lunch in the café. The 

shop stocks every possible item any beekeeper could desire and there is plenty for the none beekeeper as 

well,  I couldn’t resist adding another candle mould to my collection. 
The food for lunch was all freshly prepared and excellent value, in places the service was a little slow, but we 

were a large group who had all pre-ordered an array of different meals, and the delay gave plenty of time for 

chat. 

 
After lunch, loaded with purchases, at least some of which had been funded by the bees and last years      

excellent honey crop, we departed Thornes and headed to Lincoln where we had just over an hour and a 

half to explore this lovely cathedral city. The peregrines on the cathedral tower delighted us which some 

amazing aerial acrobatics and in themselves were well worth the visit.  

 
Finally we left Lincoln and headed back to Henhurst to collect our cars, this was an excellent day with good 

company and I would like to thank Dave for organising it. – A Grand Day Out!  

 

By Jane Ractcliffe                          

                                 **************************************************************** 

Burton & District Beekeepers Library 

The associations library is going from strength to strength.   

Many of our speakers have    remarked how good it is.   
Various people have donated books over the last 2 years which was very kind and very much 

appreciated.   If you have any publications that you no longer use or need and feel may be of 

interest to our members or use to our library,  Please bring them along to any meeting 

Many thanks to all those concerned. Who have already donated to our library. 

For more information please contact :-Sue Coates.    
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Notes from the Committee. 
 
Our last meeting was kindly hosted by Cath and Alan Ambler at their home in Newhall. The 
main items of note were as follows,;- 
The show programme was discussed in detail. We have a lot of shows and demonstrations 
this year and extra help is always welcome. 
Treasurer Sam Hampton reported that the funds are in good order with 117 paid up      
members and almost 11K ring fenced for the Training Apiary. It was noted that after Dave 
and Bob had rescued a colony of bees from the Taylor Wimpey site, that Company had 
very kindly donated £500 toward this project. 
Training Apiary. The layout of the compound has generally been agreed and Sam            
anticipated that the Planning Application would be submitted by the end of June. An         
application to the East Staffs Neighbourhood is being prepared. Sam and Hamish will give 
a presentation to the Councillors. In the meantime we have constructed a small compound 
at the RSPCA to house 2 colonies of bees, one donated by Kathy and Kevin Shaw, and 
one from a swarm gathered by Cath and Alan and housed in a hive donated by Ruby 
Wright. These colonies will be used by Dave and Suzanne who are in the process of       
establishing a Training Course.  
  
The meeting was rounded off with some excellent home made cakes. 
 
Richard Matkin 

 
  
Picture 1. The First Post 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                             
  
          Picture 2. One working… Two Watching!  

                               
                                 
 
 
        
                 
 
 
 
                                                                                                 Picture 3. The Completed Job
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Training Apiary Update 

 

The Committee are looking for members to help with the following job roles starting 

as soon as possible. 

 

Training Apiary Helpers 

We are looking for a small team of 3 or 4 people who can take on the task of looking 

after the colonies in the Training Apiary, making sure they are healthy and ready for the 

manipulations they will undergo when being used for a training classes later on this 

year;  also preparing for winter 
This small team will probably comprise an experienced beekeeper assisted by a couple 

of other members who are interested in beekeeping and looking for experience     

without necessarily setting up their own apiary. 
At the outset we wouldn’t anticipate the time commitment for these roles to exceed a 

maximum of an hour or two a week. 

 

If you think you can help with the Secretarial work please contact :- 

Dave on Tel: 01283 713603 or 07721646274 

 

Assistant Secretary 

We are also looking for someone to help Dave our Secretary with the heavy load of 

correspondence which comes his way every month. Emails from the general public   

asking questions via the website, or other enquiries direct to the secretary’s mail are a 

significant burden on Dave’s time, when he is already committed to organising           

examination timetables, monthly meeting programmes, the association shop and our 

Sugar pipeline. 
Anyone willing to help Dave with this work will probably be able to deal with it from 

home, with just a small input from Dave or another Committee member. We do not   

anticipate the role taking up more than a few of hours a week, and as an assistant to 

the Secretary we wouldn’t anticipate there being a need to attend Committee meetings. 

The work content could be adjusted to suit however much time this person can spare. 

 

Anyone interested in helping with Apiary Management should contact:- 

Richard  Tel: 01283 812958 , 07710 287827,   

Or any other member of the Apiary Project committee (Sam, Bob, Dave or 

Hamish). 



..  HOW TO COLLECT A COLONY OF BEES USING A CHAIN SAW,                             

10” CARVING KNIFE AND A BAG OF ELASTIC BANDS 

 
                               Hardly the normal kit you would take to collect a colony of bees!! 

This all started back in late April when I received a phone call from a development compa-

ny called Taylor Wimpey who are building houses at Branston,  just off the A38.  

I went to have a look and met a very nice gentleman by the name of Elliott.   

We were looking at an established colony of bees in an Alder tree about 10’ up. 

Elliott was very concerned because he didn’t want the colony to be destroyed.   

This was a very refreshing attitude from the usual one of ‘can you get rid of them?’  

After some debate we decided how to tackle the job and we set a date for 3 days later.  

I recruited Bob Hurd to give me a hand as two heads are better than one in situations like 

this. 

 

The tree surgeon who was on site was very helpful with what we were suggesting which 

was, first cut the tree down. 

 

 It was about 18” in diameter with as you will see from the picture, about a 12” diameter 

hole in the middle.  We got him to cut the section of trunk out containing the colony 

which extended about 4’6” down the trunk, further than we first thought.   

 

Having previously sealed the entrance hole up with the blue netting you can see taped onto 

the trunk.  

 

We then fitted a crown board over the top of the brood chamber and placed a hive with 

frames on top so the bees could enter and leave the nest through the hive, the idea being 

that they would move up into the hive.  Nice idea but no way were they going to leave the 

brood in the trunk. 

 
 

Plan B.  After consulting with Bob, we decided the only way was to cut the trunk away 

from the top until we had exposed a section of the brood.  

 

The wax comb on the outside of the brood was all stores which we put to one side  and 

concentrated on the brood proper.   

 

We decided to fit the brood into frames without wax foundation so, out came the 10” 

carving knife and Bob expertly cut up the slabs of brood to fit into the frames.  

 

 So, how do we hold the brood into frames? Out came the bag of elastic bands and several 

were fitted around each frame to hold it in place and then put in the hive.  
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We continued through the brood in the same way and as I lifted 

the last piece of the brood and turned it round, Bob said  ‘there’s 

the queen’. She was caught and put in a queen cage and               

reintroduced through the entrance block once we had finished 

fitting the brood into the frames. 

 

 

We estimated there were a full 11 frames of brood in the hive and 

about 3000-5000 bees.  As you can imagine, I have never seen so 

many bees in the air and on the section of the trunk we had      

removed.   

 
 

We decided to set the hive up on a section of trunk to bring the 

entrance up to the same height as it had been the last 3 days.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This worked very well.  I went back early the next day (6.45am) 

and there was not a bee to be seen so I sealed the hive up and 

removed it from the site.  

 

 

You will see on the last picture, elastic bands being ejected 

through the entrance block.  Within 3 days, they had sealed all 

the brood into the frames and mostly filled in the gaps around 

the edges. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I emailed Elliott at Taylor Wimpey, and told him we had been successful in removing the bees.   

Three days later he sent a cheque for five  hundred pounds towards our apiary fund. 

 

All in all, an excellent result for the bees and our association. 

 

Pictures and write up by Dave Coates. 
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